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December 29, 2021 (6:00pm) 

        

Dear Miller Place School District Community, 

 

I hope this message finds you well and that all are staying healthy and safe.  Although we are still in the midst 

of the pandemic, I hope you have been able to spend time with family and enjoy some much-needed rest 

during this holiday break.   

 

We are aware of the uncertainty surrounding the current COVID-19 surge and wanted to reach out to try to 

allay some of your fears.  Despite an uptick in COVID cases, schools remain safe places for our students. We 

are monitoring the numbers carefully to ensure that we continue to provide a safe, healthy environment for 

your children and our staff. 

 

I know that parents and staff have questions as to whether schools will reopen in-person on Monday, January 

3, 2022.  At this time, our plan is for all our schools to reopen for in-person instruction on January 3, 

2022.  As per guidelines from the NYS Department of Health and the CDC, masks will continue to be required 

in all buildings for students, staff, and visitors. 

 

Throughout this week, I have attended meetings with Governor Hochul’s team, which included NYS 

Department of Health (NYSDOH) Commissioner Dr. Mary Bassett, and representatives from the Suffolk 

County Department of Health Services (SCDHS).  It is the District’s understanding that New York State will 

be supplying at-home tests for our students and staff to self-administer.  Shortly after our return on January 3, 

a survey will be distributed to parents to assess if they want to receive home testing kits.   Once the kits have 

been made available to school districts (we have not yet received them) we will develop a mechanism for 

testing kits to be distributed to interested parents.  We will not be sending home testing kits with students nor 

requiring participation in home testing.  These tests are meant as an additional tool/resource to help prevent 

further spread of COVID-19. 

 

“Test to Stay” (TTS) is being adopted by the Suffolk County Department of Health.  This applies, however, 

to only school-based exposures to COVID-19 (which have been minimal due to universal masking and 

spacing requirements).  Further, specific guidance on this change is forthcoming from the Suffolk County 

Department of Health. 

 

The reduction of quarantine restrictions from ten days to five days only applies to fully vaccinated essential 

workers (school employees are considered essential in NYS). Unfortunately, this does not apply to our 

students. At this time, the New York State Department of Health is reviewing the CDC guidance for the 

general public – but it has not been adopted to this point. 

 



With your assistance, we will continue to do all we can to keep students, faculty, and staff healthy and safe. I 

hope you enjoy the remaining holiday recess and wish you a happy and healthy New Year. We look forward to 

welcoming back our students and staff on January 3.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dr. Marianne F. Cartisano 

Superintendent of Schools 

 


